                                  2012 CHALLENGE CUP SHOOTING EVENT

Although it might seem that the 2011 Challenge Event ended only a few weeks ago, it’s almost time for the 2012 CHALLENGE EVENT!  And as is our custom, our annual Challenge shootout and social event will take place at the Deep River Shooting School as part of the Southern Side x Side to be held April 27 – 29, 2012.  This year will mark the 9th Annual L.C. Smith vs. Parker Bros. Challenge Cup; and the 5th Annual Hammer Gun Challenge.  To date, the LCSCA is UNDEFEATED in the Hammer Gun Challenge; but with only 3 wins and 5 losses in the Challenge Event, we’ve some work to do!
For our newer members; the Challenge Event is the most enjoyable shooting event of the entire year, and this is the basic format.  Qualifying for the Challenge Cup (Event 1) begins on Friday (likely around noon), and continues into Saturday until the smoke clears and everyone who wishes to participate has had their go.  The entry fee is $10.00 (goes to charity); and of course, all participants must possess a current membership in the LCSCA. Target fees apply in addition to the entry fee; and will likely remain at last year’s rate of $15.00 per 30 targets for all qualifying rounds. 
Challenge Cup Teams for Event 2 will be composed of the top 10 shooters from each collectors association; and the Challenge event itself will be another 30 target venue to be shot on a re-configured 5-Stand layout.  The Challenge Cup will be awarded to the team with the highest number of broken targets out of a possible 300 targets presented to each team.
Sunday morning is set aside for the Hammer Gun Challenge. Entry and target fees are the same as Event 1 of the Challenge Cup event; but the format will be simplified so that the 10 best scores fired by the members of each association are used to determine the Hammer Gun Challenge winning team. The PGCA seems to have a severe shortage of Parker hammer guns; so if any of you LCSCA members have one of those obscure and forgotten hammer Parkers squirreled away in the back of some dusty closet; then be a good neighbor and bring that old relic to the event.  Such a magnanimous gesture would serve to balance the teams a bit; and might just help a Parker man out! 
There will be individual awards for the Top Gun, Runner-Up, 3rd Place, and 4th Place shooters in the Challenge Cup, as well as High Lady and High Junior awards. These are very nice trophies and are awarded based on individual scores, regardless of which make gun is used. Top Gun and Runner-Up awards are also given in the Hammer Gun Challenge Cup to the two best shooters.  Additionally, the LCSCA will award trophies for the best scores with a Smith gun shot in the Main Event (the Bogardus Cup) and in the 20-bore event (the Dreu Bowman Cup).
So make your plans now to attend; and in the interim practice, practice, practice and let’s get our Challenge Cup record a bit closer to the .500 mark!  I’ll be looking forward to seeing all you guys and gals real soon!

Tom Archer (thomas.archer@charter.net) 
